
Official Statement From the Emmanuel Family in relation to the death 
of Smiley Culture aka David Emmanuel

 
On behalf of the Emmanuel Family I would like to express our deep sorry and anger with the 
events that lead to the death of our beloved David. As a family we are in a state of shock and 
confusion and are determined to search for the truth of what happened on the morning of 15th 
March 2011 a day that will now be forever etched in our minds.
 
I would like to thank the thousands of people right across the world and here in Britain who have 
sent messages of support and condolences. These messages have been the source of great 
comfort and support and I thank all those who have expressed their condolences and support 
for the family at this most difficult time.
 
My uncle David Emanuel, otherwise known as Smiley Culture is now dead, he was, and is, a 
British Icon who died under the most peculiar and suspicious of circumstances.  
 
Smiley Culture was a cultural ambassador a pioneer. There would be no Tinie Tempah’s or 
Chipmonks were it not for him, for he was the first to integrate, lyrically, the British dialect into 
modern urban music. Put simply, Smiley was the first, British, rapper celebrating our urban 
dialect.
 
His tragic death is not a black or white issue, although I am sure that his ethnicity has 
some relevance in this tragic event, no, this is an issue for all those who stand on for those 
fundamental principles that should be afforded to all human beings, truth, justice and equality for 
all.
 
This is not the time to hurl allegations or vent our emotions in a way that would damage our 
cause for justice. So, in that respect, my family and I urge restraint from those who would seek 
to vent their frustrations through violence and discord.
 
Rather, let us unite as a community, as a people, and let the Metropolitan Police and 
Government know, that in this time of great revolution and change, both at home and abroad, 
we, the common citizen will not stand idly by whilst our people die in the most bizarre of 
circumstances, that we will seek the truth, doggedly, determinedly and we not rest until that truth 
has been exposed.
 
So I call on you, the British public, to join us in this noble cause to seek truth and find justice, 
that the legacy of this great man will not be forever tainted, and that we might remember him for 
his achievements rather than lies, unproven allegations and conspiracy theories.
 
I can tell you that Smiley had a great deal to look forward to. It is true that he had an impending 
court case but it is also true that the evidence in relation to this case was non-existent and he, 
along with his legal team, were supremely confident of being acquitted this coming week.
 



Did you know Smiley was a successful international businessman trading gold, diamonds and 
other commodities, and was worth millions?
 
Did you also know that worked and enjoyed the support of businessmen, politicians and leaders 
from around the world?
 
Did you know he was working with the government of Azerbaijan? And had an investment 
portfolio that spanned Ghana, Uganda, Liberia, South Africa, India and beyond?
 
Knowing these truths and the circumstances under which he died, plus the fact that the case 
against him was void of any real evidence means both he and the family were confident, had he 
been tried he would have been acquitted.  Smiley was confident and looking forward to clearing 
his name and we have no reason to believe that he would have taken his own life. We have 
every obligation to investigate, procure the facts, and expose untruths, wherever they may lie 
and we ask those committed to justice to join us in seeking the truth.
 
I would also urge the press to be responsible in their reports and coverage, in that, you 
must present the facts in a transparent and balanced fashion. We ask that you do not print 
unattributable anonymous comments form people hiding on the shadows of this case. Please 
do not sentence Smiley and condemn him before you have heard the facts. You have an 
obligation, as media, to remain neutral and unbiased. My family and I pray you have the 
courage to do so.
 
One dynamic in the midst of all this confusion that is irrefutably evident is. The police have a lot 
of critical questions to answer and until our questions, queries and suspicions have been fully 
and competently answered and we will not rest!
 
And to the powers that be, that govern this case, until that day you will not have a moment’s 
peace.
 
We are not that kind of family, we are not that kind of community and we are not that kind 
of nation. Justice must be done and be seen to be done. We know the road will be long and 
difficult but with the support of the people we can get to our destination. In the words of the 
great Rev Martin Luther King “The moral arch of the universe is long but it bends towards 
justice” To my dear departed Uncle rest in peace and be assured and take comfort that justice 
will be served. Thank You.


